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ABSTRACT

Since no mystically unified dialect was expected, twenty-
four primary informants were chosen so as to represent the
maximum linguistic variety. Thus, I attempted to secure
equal numbers in (a) two generations—one older, one middle-
aged—(b) the two sexes, (c) two ethnic and religious di-
visions—roughly, Roman Catholice of Irish ancesiry versus
Protestants of mostly English ancestry—and (d) three Groups
based on social amd economic status and education.
Correlations were sought between one or more of these four
non-linguistic factors and the linguistic variations dis-
covered.

Though I deliberately avoid comparing the English of
Carbonear with that of other dialects of English, such com-
parison is implied by some of the choices of emphasis which
I have made. This is especially true in Chapter 1, which
deals with some selected features of the grammar.

For example, in much folk and common speech especially
among the "BEnglish", even the inanimate nouns have a well-
defined but covert system of three grammatical genders. In
much folk speech lexical verbs employ the same form for both
the simple past and the past participle, and the =8 inflection
is used with all subjects in the simple non-past.

Chapters 2 and 3 are an attempt at a systematic de-
geription of the speech sounds. The common vocoids are
roughly T vua£3 2 Aol and th]. The first three,
Liva] , occur both as syllabics (full vowels) and non-



syllabics (vowel glides). Only front vowels are consistently
unrounded; rounded and generally lowered manifestations of all
other vowels occur. Phonemic lengthening of vowels is
considered to be an allophone of /h/, for it is in com-
plementation with initial {h].

Wide variations are found in the distribution of
vowels before the vocalic consonants /w y h r/.

Besides the four consonants which are phonetically
vocoids, /w y h v/, cultured speech contains twenty consonants
which are phonetically contoids. However, many other speakers

use /d4/ end /t/ rather than /3J/ and /6/ in words spelled with
th such as then and thin. The "clear" allophone of 1, [l],
occurs frequently in final and post-vocalic positions.
Conditioned voicing is fairly common in all the obstruents—
partial deveoicing occurring finally and sometimes initially,
whereas intervocalic allophones are often voiced.

In Chapter 4, a surprisingly large variety of terms is
found for many referents. Thelr distribution usually
correlates well with one of the non-linguistic factors.

Chapter 5 summerizes the correlations between linguistic
and non-linguistic factors. The most important linguistic
variations correlate well with the social, economic, and
educational differences subsumed under the term Group, where-
a8 those which correlate with age, ethnic origins, and sex

are relatively minor and infrequent.
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0. INTRODUCTION

0.1 The Town of Carbonear

The story of Carbonear is the story of Newfoundland in
miniature. Like the island in general, Carbonear has been
heavily dependent on the cod fishery whose boom-and-bust
economy has seldom provided a firm economic basis for com-
munity growth. Coupled with the problems of the uncertain
economy was the generally shoddy and sometimes permnicious
treatment of the settlers by the British Government.

Nothing reflects the fluctuations in the fortunes of
Carbonear more than its population figures: 161 (1674),

220 (1697), 345 (1700), 327 (1730), 622 — 222 English, 400
Irish servants (1753), 2500 (1828), 4808 (1857), 4127 (1891),
3201 (1921), 3472 (1945), 3351 (1951), and 4234 (1961).°

Only two periods of fairly rapid growth mark bright per-
iods in its long history--between 1828 and 1857 the popula-
tion nearly doubled; between 1951 and 1961 it increased by
about nine hundred persons. The first reflects that period
of enlightened British policy in which Newfoundland first
received Representative Government (1833), followed by full
Responsible Government (1855). The second reflects the
rapid economic and social changes which have occurred since
Confederation with Canada in 1949,

The nineteenth-century boom saw Carbonear grow to becoms
the second largest town of Conception Bay, exceeded in popu-~
lation by Harbour Grace only. .Carbonear was then the head-
quarters of Conception Bay's largest commercial interests. 2

1



These prosecuted the fishery for both cod and seals. A
circulating library (c. 1830), a newspaper (1833), a com-
mercial society of merchants (1834), a grammar school (1843)
all marked it as an oasis in the general cultural desert of
Newfoundland. In 1857 it boasted four clergymen, three
doctors and lawyers, seventeen farmers, six‘by‘-seveﬁ me-
chanics, eighteen merchants, 2043 fishermen-curers, and 1231
fishermen.?

This nineteenth-century boom had been preceded by two
centuries of painful growth—calamities and periods of ad-
versity interspersed with short periods of progress.

Carbonear no doubt had permanent settlers by 1650, and
slowness of progress (as compared with that of similar set-
tlements in New England) was largely due to British policy,
which was designed to discourage settlement in Newfoundland.
The powerful merchants of south-western England, afraid of
losing exclusive control of the lucrative Newfoundland fish-
ery, used their influence to enact laws (1660)4 forbidding
settlement in Newfoundland. Not until the early nineteenth
century was full freedom to settle granted.

Rough and ready government was provided by the Fishing
Admirals. Laws of 1633 and 1660 stipulated that the captain
of the first British fishing vessel arrivihg in a Newfound-
land harbour in the spring should be the governor -(Admiral)
of that port for the season. During their short summer
stays, the Pishing Admirals provided more harrassment than
Justice for the settlers: no official authority existed dur-
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ing the long winters. Having made themselves virtual outlaws
by settling in defiance of British policy, the settlers had
no legal means of securing better government. The first

real governor of Newfoundlana was appointed in 1729, but for
gsome fifty years thereafter the Fishing Admirals continued to
flout the governors' royal authority by aeppealing to their
own parliamentary authority. Not until 1791 was the first
real civil court established in Newfoundland in St. John's.
British policy now began to change rapidly, and by 1832
Newfoundland was granted representation in the British Par-
liament.

To the persections by English fishefman and British navy
were added those of the French. Charles II gave the French
extensive rights along much of the Newfoundland coast. From
Placentia, which they settled in 1662, they directed a num-
ber of destructive raids overland at the English-speaking
settlers.

In the winter of 1€96-1697 a strong raiding force under
d'Iberville captured and sacked St. John's, the leading town,
and the settlements in Conception Bay. The main settlement
of Carbonear was defenceless, but armed settlers withdrew to
the island which lies off the south side of the harbour
entrance where they successfully resisted French attack.
Early in 1705 the French again attacked, and burnt the town
of Carbonear, causing damage of about 200,00 dollars; but,
again, Carbonear Island defied them. However, the Treaty

of Utrecht (1713) allowed the French to retain their fishing



rights in Newfoundland.

Near the end of the Seven Years' War, a French fleet
from Brest captured the important Newfoundland strong points,
including St. John's and Carbonear (1i762). Though defeated
in this war, the French retained rights in Newfoundland h+
the Treaty of Paris (1763) and the Treaty of Versailles
(1783). Not until 1904 did they finally lose these rights
on the island of Newfoundland.

The nineteenth-century boom in Carbonear had come about
for a variety of reasons. The economy had been stimulated
by the good demand and price for fish during the Napoleonic
Wars when European fishermen were cut off from the New-
foundland fishing grounds. There had been Irishmen among the
original settlers, but now, attracted by this wealth and
repelled by the civil strife in Ireland, large numbers of
Irish settlers came to Newfoundland early in the nineteenth
century. Carbonear received its share of the wave of immi-
grants, which petered out around 1830. Many Irish settled
inland, in the valley to the west of the town,5 so that for a
period there were virtually two towns. Gradually, the two
ethnic groups have moved together so that today the houses
and other buildings form an unbroken pattern. Improvements
in government, education, and cultural activities also stimu-
lated growth.

Unfortunately the Pax Britannica did little for New-
foundland. European wars have always stimulated its econonmy .

With peace came competition and lower prices for fish. The



Responsible Government over-extended its slender financial
resources (especially in railway building), and a general
recession set in during the last third of the nineteenth
century and the opening years of the twentieth. The brief
economic reprieve of World War I brought no permanent relief.

In Carbonear, the population declined, so that in 1921
it was about 1600 less than it had been in 1857. By 1877,
Carbonear had lost its circulating library, its newspaper,
and its commercial society°6 The general lack of education,
and of large communities, the want of skills, and inadequacy
of finance all prevented industrial growth in the country.

Carbonear, however, has not forgotten its former great-
ness. The citizens are proud of their Island’'s defiance of
the French. Until the present century, Carbonear shared with
Harbour Grace the distinction of being one of the two chief
towns after St. John's. The community has always maintained
quite good schools and has produced leaders in academic and
other fields, both in Newfoundland and abroad.

The dialect of Carbonear should represent some of the
Oldest and most respectable Newfoundland English. The pro-
portion of Irish to English in the town is about the same as
for the whole province of Newfoundland. Unusually wide
social and economic differences are found within the com-
munity. A careful survey of the speech should reveal ele-
ments which are perhaps widespread in the province, and at
the same time avoid a narrow concentration on the rare or

Peculiar which might be found in more isolated communities.



The employment in Carbonear is not typical of a New-
foundland outport community, in which most workers are primary
producers. Carbonear is, instead, a commercial centre which
serves many people from the settlements along the north shore
of Conception Bay and the south shore of Trinty Bay. Though
a fish plant was recently opened, a much higher than ususal
percentage of the population is employed in the distribu-
tion of goods and services. There are several large whole-
sale and retail businesses in the town. Its reglonal high

school and hospital also increase its focal nature.

0.2 Selection of Informants

The time available allowed me to interview twenty-four
informants. In order to achieve the widest sampling of the
community's speech, I attempted to divide the limited number
of indigenous informants into: (1) three equal Groups based
on social and economic status and education, (2) two equai
divisions based on religion and ethnic origins, (3) two
equal divisions based on age, and (4) equal numbers of men
and women.

The members of Group 1 have limited financial means,
and generally occupy a lower social position in the community.
The averege education of informants in this group amounts to
only three and one-half years of grade school.

Group 3 represents the opposite end of the socio-
economic scale. The eight members of this Group occupy posi-

tions of respomsibility and financial security, usually as



owners or directors of local businesses.! Most of them are
prestige members of the community, being leaders in local
social and community activities. Their average education is
about twelve years, and , in the case of the five Protestants
in this Group, part of this education was received outside
Carbonear.

Group 2 occupies a middle social and economic position.
The average education of members of this Group is nine years.
Such an education, coupled with permanent employment, "quali-
fies" an informant for inclusion in this Group. However,
because of his prestige as a leader in part of the commpnity,
one informant is assigned to Group 2 without these quali-
fications. On the other hand, two informants who qualify
financially for Group 3 are placed in Group 2 because they
assume no role of leadership in community affairs.

In Carbonear, most Roman Catholics have ultimate origins
in Ireland, whereas nearly all Protestants descend from
British settlers (mostly English). Thus, the religious
division of Roman Catholic versus Protestant parallels that
of ethnic origin. Exceptions to this géneralization are
three male informants, two of whom are Protestant but of
Irish stock, whereas the third is Catholic and of English
ancestry. Only three informants had any Scottish ancestry,
which in each case was mixed with English. Only three in-
formants had mixed Irish-English ancestry, and in no case
did this represent marriage between Catholic and Protestant.

Thus, the religious division is accepted as more basic



than the ethnic one. Unfortunately, the two religious divi-
sions are not equally represented, there being only nine
Roman Catholic informants as against fifteen Protestants.
This is due to the difficulty I experienced in finding Roman
Catholic women informants in Groups 2 and 3. This reflects
the 01ld economic disadvantage of the Irish settlers which
has not yet been overcome.

The informants are divided into an older and a younger
generation with age sixty being taken as an arbitrary dividing
line between the two age groups. All but two of the twelve
in the older generation are seventy or above; the average
age of. the twelve is seventy-five. All but one of the
twelve informants in the younger generation are fifty or
below, and the average age is forty-two. There are seven
in their forties, two in their thirties, and two in their
twenties—-~the youngest being twenty-six. Thus, one can say
that the two generations are divided by a period of roughly
twenty years (50--70).

The final division is based on sex. In attempting to
interview equal numbers of men and women, I was again frus-
trated by the lack of Roman Catholic women in Groups 2 and
3. Bo as to achieve a closer balance of men versus women, I
Compensated by interviewing additional Protestant women in
Groups 2 and 3. Thus, there is a total of thirteen male
informants as against eleven females.

Each of the twenty-four informants is assigned a code

number. The numbers are arranged on the following page in a



table which involves the four variables of Group, religion,
age, and sex. Note that the code numbers for all male infor-

mants are odd, for all females even.

Group 1 wGroup 2 "Group e
Prot.| R.C. [[Prot. R.C. IProt. R.C..
18a | 19a
older 1} & 3 174 9 | 10 11 H‘1'7 18b | 191
14a
yvounger | 5| 6 718 |13 |1 14b | 15 21 | 22 23
14c
M| F M| P M P M|'F M P M P

Throughout this thesis I attempt to correlate wvariations
in linguistic data (pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary) with
one or more of the non-linguistic factors of Group, age,
religion, and sex. The degree of correlation varies, but on
the whole it seems quite high. It is most statistically
reliable in connection with Group and age, where the desired
balance of numbers is available; in the case of religion it
is least reliable because of the difference between the
numbers of Roman Catholics and Protestants. Such correla-
tions are summarized in chapter five.

I do not claim that the idiolects of my twenty-four
informants constitute a statistically reliable sample of
the community's speech. The informants should be regarded as
twenty-four cases of separate idiolects rather than a repre—

Sentative sample of a unified dialect. However, Carbonear's
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long history of almost fixed population, coupled with very
slow economic and social change, has allowed, I believe,
such a consolidation of linguistic habits that my findings
should agree well with any that might be based on more sta-
tistically reliable sampling.

0.3 The Questionnaire and Transcriptions

All interviewing of informants was done during the
summer of 1965 at Carbonear. In the four to eight hours
spent in interviewing each informant, some four hundred and
fifty questions were asked from a questionnaire provided by
Memorial University of Newfoundland.

This is the "Linguistic Atlas of Newfoundland Dialect
Questionnaire", complied by William J. Kirwin and George M.
Story of the English Department at Memorial University (St.
John's, Newfoundland) in 1959 and revised in May, 1963. This
questionnaire is based on the"Short Work Sheets" of The Lin-

guistic Atlas of the U.S.A. and Canada (Washington, 1939)

complied by Hans Kurath in 1939 and revised in 1949 by A.L.
Davis and Raven I. MeDavid, Jr. .The Newfoundland ques=-: l:
tionnaire differs from the "Short Work Sheets” in that many
items have been omitted or changed to sulit the local environ-
ment-—for example, a specialized section on the fishery is
included.

A phonetic transcription was made of all responses dur-
ing the interviews. In addition, I attempted to make a tape
Tecording of all or part of the interviews with each infor-
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ment. Only one informant declined to be recorded on tape.
The tapes possess a twofold velue: they enable me to check
my own transcriptions, and they often contain free con-
versation which enables me to check elicited forms against
non-elicited forms. !
The phonetic symbols used in the field transcriptions
and in this thesis conform largely to the practice outlined

in Chapter IV of the Handbook of the Linguistic Geography of

New England {Washington, 1939). I also recorded, .in tradi-

tional orthography, spellings which informants sometimes gave
for lexical items they guessed might be unfamiliar to me.
This thesis gives spellings in the traditional alphabet for
most items. In some cases,'such spellings were reported by
informants; in others they represent traditional Newfoundland
spellings found in written records; and some of them. are my
own arbitary creations. In all cases, writing as one word
and hyphenation indicate that the first element is stressed
(as in hayloft and damper-dogs) whereas separation means
that the second element is more heavily stressed (as in barn
lort). '
My field transcriptions are now filed with the dialect
collections of the English Department at Memorial University
0f Newfoundland. Their narrow concentration on one community
Supplements the field records complied by William J. Kirwin
and J.D.A. Widdowson in their brqader survey of the Avalon

Peninsula of Newfoundland as well as other parts of the

island (1960-—1965).
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Pindings in recent fieldwork and older written sources
voth contribute items to the file card collection for the
proposed "Newfoundland Dialect Dictionary" undertaken by
George M. Story. This collection proved to be a valuable
source for rechecking of usage, spelling, and meanings.

In this thesis, phonetic transcriptions are placed in
square brackets, thus U'bel1i]. Phonemic transcriptions are
contained between slant lines, thus /béliy/. Morphemes are
given in traditional spelling, underlined, and enclosed in
braces, thus {bellxgo

Informants are referred to by code numbers. I1If an
informant gave more than one response to the same question,

his code number may be in parentheses, thus (23).
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Notes to Chapter O
T These figures are from E.R. Seary, G.M. Story, and
W.J. Kirwin, "An Ethno-linguistic Survey of the Avalon
Peninsula of Newfoundland" (unpublished typescript, Memorial
University of Newfoundland, for the National Museum of

Canada, 1962), p.111.
£ See P. Toque, Newfoundland As It Was and As It Is in

1877 (Toronto, 1878), p. 117.
3 Phese figures are from "Ethno-linguistic Survey”,

B 111,
4 See A.B. Perlin, "An Outline of Newfoundland History",

in J.R. Smallwood, ed., The Book of Newfoundland (St. John's,

1937), I, 173,
5 See map of Carbonear in this thesis. The Valley

Road and London Road (The Long Drung) lead into this area.
6 See Toque, p. 119.
7 A selection of the more valuable taped interviews
will be deposited in the Archives of Tapes at Memorial

University with permission of informants concerned.



1. SOME NOTES ON GRAMMAR

1.1 Introduction

This chapter deals with some selected features of mor-

1 in the folk speech of Carbonear. The

phology and syntax
grammar used by standard spegkers in careful speech differs
only in minor ways from that of mainland Canada, but the folk
grammar which I discuss below reveals systems which are some-
times quite different from those of both the local standard
and standards on the continent of North America.

Since the questionnaire. method which I used yields least
reliable results in morphology and syntax, I do not depend
heavily on directly elicited forms. Rather, my grammatical
descriptions are based largely on items recorded from free
conversation in which I was only sometimes a participant.
This includes conversation of informants, other citizens of
the town, and that of my wife, a native of Carbonear.

The "rules" which I present are merely generalizations.
Perhaps not every one of them is valid. My intention is
merely to point the way for future thorough investigations

of our Newfoundland grammar.

1.2 Nominals

Nouns seem to posses a well defined but covertl system

of srammatical gender.

We may call a noun masculine, feminine, or neuter de=

Pending on the pronouns which it selects in the singular.

14
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Mass or non-count nouns (such as frost, fog, water, love)

are called neuter because they select the pronoun it. Count

nouns divide into masculine and feminine. Female humans and

most female arimals, as well as all types of vehicles (land,

air, and sea) are feminine, in that they select the pronouns

she, her, hers. Other count nouns are masculine in that they

select the pronouns he, ‘en, and his.

Some masculine nouns are:

hat— "He's lovely on you."
shovel— "Put 'en there." ['putg], ['pntp], and [‘patn]

Some feminine nouns are:
boat— "I jumped aboard of her."
"She lost her rudder."
"She went ashore."”
airplane-—"Yes, I seen her fly over."

Some neuter nouns are:

water— "Tis not fit to drink."

fog— "You could cut it with a knife."
weather— "'Twas some cold."

Snow— "I loves it."

The small paradigmatic class of pronouns, all of which
are authenticasted, has the forms shown in the table found
on the following page.

Possibly, one should include them /dem/ in the nominative
column of the pronouns, for such sentences as the following

occur frequently:

"Dem are lovely" /dém+cr+1$vliy/ . However, it is perhaps
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The Inflected Class of Pronouns

Pirst Second
Nominative Accusative Genitive Genitive
unstressed| stressed| unstressed| stressed
I me 9y mine
Ay’ /miy/ /miy/ /miy/ moy/ /meyn/
ou you your yours
gyuw/ lys/ /yo/ | /yuw/ /ya/ [yaxr/|/ypr/ /yprz/
he b him his his
/hiy/ /Am//on/ | /him/ /iz/ /hiyﬁ/ /hiz/
/higz

she her her hers
/§iy/ lfor/ /har/ /axr/ /her/f /horz/
it No form |No form No form | No form
it/ /at/
we we our ours
fwiy/ /fas/ Jwiy/ Jar/* /ahwar/ | /ahwerz/
you you : your yours
‘yuw/ /ya/ /yaw/ /yo/ /ypr/ /yprz/
" 6 , ye

yiy/ /yoe/ /yiy/ /yor/

they them their theirs
‘deh/ /om/ /dem/ /der/ /der/ /derz/
fdey/
who who whose whose
/huw/ /uw/ /huw/ /awz/ /huwz/ | /huwz/

* This is the only recorded instance of /a/ before /r/.

better to treat them, in this case, as a determiner used as a
substitute analagous to such a whole nominal phrase as "Dem
white gloveso"3

In the compound nominals with self, the initial

element is always the first genitive, thus, myself, yourself,

hisself, herself, ourselves, yourselves, theirselves.
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As in the standard grammar the compounds of -body with
any- and some- have a general, indefinite personal referent.
However, /bﬁaiyf is also used alone to indicate a specific,
definite personal referent, as in:

"There's /bpdiyz/ car," that is, not just anybody's car, but
the car of some specific person, for example, the one we were

just discussingo4

1.3 Yerbs

Inflectionally, there are two classes of verbal words,
that is, words that are used to form the main part of predi-
cates.

The first type is an open class which I shall call
LEXICAL VERBS. These have a four-part inflectional pattern,
each part of which I shall call a LEXICAL FORM. Lexical
verbs sub-divide into WEAK and STRONG on the basis of a dif-
ference in the formation of the lexical form in column III
below. The -ing of form IV is almost always /an/.

Some weak lexical verbs are:

i 3 1T ITT Iv

(1) %411 kills killed killing
(2) Aive dives dived diving
(3) Jump jumps jumped  jumping
(4) neea needs needed needing
(5) 1love 1oves 1ovead loving
(6) 1look 1ooks 1looked 1looking
(7) rup rubs rubbed rubbing



gome strong lexical verbs
I 11
(1) drive drives
(2) bring brings
(3) get gets
(4) heave heaves
(5) bite bites
(6) ride rides
(7) sit sits
(8) teke takes
(9) wake wakes
(10) heve haves
(11) save saves
(12) be bees
(13) do does
/duwz/
/dfzf

A few strong

iLiend IITs
(1) come
(2) eat
(3) give
(4) sweat

lexical verbs have identical forms in columns

comes

eats

gives

sweats

ares:

IIT
drove
brought
got
hove
bit
rid~zrod
satrsot
took
woke
had
sove

been
/viyn/

done

come
eat
glve

sweat

IV
driving
bringing
getting
heaving
biting
riding
sitting
taking
waking
having
saving

being

18

/viyn/A-/biyan/

doing

coming
eating
giving

sweating

The occurring forms am, is, are, was sometimes operate

sSyntactically like lexical forms, but of course their shapes

do not permit their inclusion in the above paradignm.

Verbal words of a second type form a closed class which
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I ghall call AUXILIARIES. It contains about thirty forms
which are used with high frequency. Some of these forms may
be placed in a two-part pattern, but the result bears no
regemblance to any part of the lexical verb paradign. Do
and did occur only as emphatic forms (that is, stressed).
The others have ordinary reduced forms (unstressed) and

emphatic full forms (stressed).

A =
have had
do did
will would
shall should
can could
may might

Furthermore, there are other auxiliaries. These do not fit
the above pattern. Two of them are must and need. The
latter has very limited occurrence—only before the negative
particle in sentences like, "He needn't go".

A group of forms traditionally associated with the verd
be also belongs to the auxiliaries. These forms include the
FINITE AUXILIARIES am, is, are, and was, as well as the NON-
FINITE AUXILIARTES be, been, be;ﬁgo In addition, the frrms

£Zets and got often function as finite auxiliaries; get, got,

and getting are often non-finite auxiliaries.
I shall use the term SIMPLE for any verb phrase which
ctontains only one verb form. A verb phrase with more than

One verb form will be called COMPLEX.
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Let us look first at the simple verbd phrases which occur.
Any form which occurs in a simple verb phrase is syntactically

a lexical form, and, except in the case of am, is, are, and

was, is also inflectionally a form from the paradigm of
lexiceal verbs.

A form from column I of the lexical verbs has two func-
tions as a simple verb phrase. It indicates:

(1) The subjunctive. This is a rare function seen only in
sentences with singular noun subjects as in "God help us" and
"God bless you."

(2) The imperative. Here, the word you is often, but not
always, present. Thus, one hears both "You bring it up" and
"Bring it up." The following was recorded:

"You go over and ask ____ if he got any apples down there."

A form from column II has only one function as a simple
verb phrase—it indicates the non-past. Because this form
does not specify any time, the term "non-past" is chosen so
as to avoid the term "present". Since the grammar of this
folk dialect has no inflectional indication of person or
number, the form with —-s inflection is used with any subject.
The three words am, is, and are, however, do have a "present”
and may fill some of the same frames which are filled by the
lexical forms with =s8. Thus we have contrasts between non-

pPast and present in such pairs as the following:

Non-past Present
" i
I bees sick" versus "I'm sick"
n :
He bees sick" versus "He's sick"
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"They bees sick" versus "They're sick"
Recorded examples of the non-past include:
"] expects to see her."
"If I'm there they thinks 'tis better."
"You haves yours twenty-nine." (of leg length of
%l trousers?
"He bees afraid of me, he do."
"Do that before you does anything else."”
"I think they looks funny."
"I hates it down there."
As & simple verdb phrase, a form from column III indicates
the past. Examples recorded include: ‘
"They done good." (of a hockey team)
"He fired a rock at the dog."
"He‘ﬁggg down here before."
"I drove around the bay."
Formsg from column IV do not occur as simple verb phrases.
A complex verb phrase ends with a lexical form from
column I, III, or IV; it begins with a finite auxiliary.

None, one, two, or three non-finite auxiliaries (get, got,

have, been, be, being, getting) may occur between the (ini-
tial )finite auxiliary and the (final) lexical form. The
following is a list of a few of the permitted verb phrases:
(1) They gets killed.
(2) She do get kissed.

(3) He've drove for years.

(4) He must have got drove home.

(5) He should have been getting drove home.
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(6) They was getting drove home

(7) They are gettingz drove home.

(8) I'm drove crazy.

(9) You must be drove crazy.

(10) You're drove crazy.

(11) I should be driving this car.

(12) He've been dying for years.
A lexical form from column III functions as a past part-
jeciple when occurring (finally) in a complex verb phrase.
The past participle occurs in the recorded sentences below:
"If you know she've had it before...."
"She haven't got it yet."

"She haven't been down now for two years."

"T'd brought the wrong key."
"Ohi E'm bis. "

"T was took."

"It haven't been touched for a long time."

"I would be killed if I went down there."

Lexical forms from column IV, present participles, occur
(finally) in complex verb phrases. Some of the recorded
occurrences are shown in the sentences below:

"I'm eating my dinner."
"They're working on it now."

"They was eating their dinner."

"It'1ll be raining tomorrow, I suppose."

A lexical form from column I, a base, occurs finally in

two-member complex verb phrases. It occurs only when the
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initial form in the verb phrase is do or did or one of the

modal auxiliaries (will, would, shall, should, can, could,

may, might, must and syntactically analagous forms such as

dare, use(d) to, have to, going to, wants to, ousght to).

The folk grammar of the verb shows both greater regu-
larity and greater economy than does the standard grammar.
Greater regularity is seen in the lexical verbs be and have
which, in folk grammar, possess a full set of four forms
each of which functions like analagous forms in other lexical
verbs. Greater economy is seen in the lack of an unique form
for the past participle function of strong verbs--the form in
column III serving both as a finite past and as a non-finite
past participle.

In addition, mor phological distinctions indicate the
difference between lexical and auxiliary forms. Thus, the -s
of the finite auxiliaries gets, is and was may be considered
to violate this rule. This may be explained as dual function
of a form which can serve both as a lexical form and as an
auxiliary.

Thus, there is a lexical verb get with a full set of
four forms, but each of these forms may operate syntactically
8s an auxiliary, though its inflection and heavier stress
may mark it as an odd auxiliary. The words is and was are

two members of a unique set of words (am, is, are, was) which

have two syntactic functions. On the one hand, they operate

88 finite auxiliaries (as in, she was killed); on the other

they occur in some of the same syntactic frames as do finite
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Jexical forms (as in, she was a nurse). But their odd forms

in the latter position correspond to a unique function—
they are the only simple verb phrases which can signal the
present tense as distinct from the non-past. Thus "She is

sick" (present) contrasts with "She bees sick" (non-past).

1.4 Other Grammatical Classes of Words

(1) ADVERBS. The derivational suffix -ly is not pro-
ductive in folk grammar. However, some inherited forms with

-ly do occur. The most common ones are hardly, barely, only,

really and truly. On the other hand, zlike is a productive
derivational suffix, its function being analagous to that of
=1y in the standard grammar. Thus one hears such sentences
as: "PFoolishlike, I went and stepped on the gas instead of
the brake."

The inflectional class of compared words is often used
as both adjectives and adverbs. Thus, syntactic class cleav-

age is common with such words as good, better, best, fast,

faster, fastest, hard, harder, hardest. Hence, one hears:

"He played good tonight" (adverd)
"That's a good apple". (adjective)

(2) INTENSIFIERS. Many of the members of the inflec-
tional class of compared words may be preceded by the inten-
Sifiers some, right and real. It is not known what, if any,
Semantic differences these words have, or if there are re-

strictions on the compared words with which they occur. Thus,
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one hears:

"'Tis some hot today."

"He skates gome fast."

"She's right sweet.”

"He hit me right har®."

"He's not a real big man."

"He don't drive real fast."

(3) DETERMINERS. In folk grammar, either and neither

belong not only to the determiner class but also to its sub-
class which cannot act as substitutes. Thus, this subclass

contains the words a, an, the, no, every, the "first

genitive" forms of pronouns, either and neither, all of
which do not occur without a following nominal. As deter-
miners, the last two terms often have the forms e'er /er/
and n'er /ner/. Thus, the folk sentence "I don't have either
(or e'er) book" is equivalent to the standard "I don't have
a book" or "I don't have any book". Similarly, "I don't
have neither (or n'er) book" is equivalent to now-standard
"I don't have no book".
In the folk grammar, then, either and neither are

are unavailable as substitutes and such a sentence as the
following is NOT grammatical:

*¥ I don't have either.
The error which I have made above in the folk grammar corre -

Sponds to the one I have made below in the standard grammar:

* I don't have a.
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(4) NEGATIVES. Double negatives are common in the
speech of most informants. However, standard speakéis tend
to avoid them in styles above the "casual".5 The following
were recorded:

"I don't want no dinner."

"He don't have neither one."

"Nor I'm not going to do it."

(I thought you didn't like her) "No more I don't."
(Everybody says you can't stand it) "No more T
can't."

(5) RELATIVES AND CLAUSE MARKERS. The relative is
sometimes omitted even when it should structurally be the
subject of the dependent clause. Note the ommission of sub-
jJect who in:

"That’s the man killed the moose yesterday."
"He's the one built that new house."
"There's always someone comes along to grab it."

A few clause markers in the folk grammar differ from
those found in the careful styles of standard speakers.
Three such markers are where ("so that; whereby"), like

"as"), and fraid ("for fear"). Recorded examples include:

(1) "The woman got to watch her steps where /war/ she

won't go down between and break her leg...."

(2) "So if you had the fisherman helped out where /war/

they'd get three or four dollars a quintal...."

(3) "They haven't got to do it like they done it years

880co oo™
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(4) "You'd want--like you said before-- you'd break the
Bank of England doing things like that."

(5) "And she got to keep her eye on him fraid he's
going to go off.... and fall down ...."
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Notes to Chapter 1

1 The word grammar is used in this chapter to mean
morphology and syntax as here defined. I define morphology
as the shaping of words by inflectional and derivational
affixes; syntax refers to the patterns of order and co-
occurrence of whole words in context.

2 FPor original, discussion of this term see Benjamin
Lee Whorf, "Grammatical Categories" (1937), in John B.

Carroll, ed., Language, Thought, and Reality: Selected

Writings of Benjamin Lee Whorf (Cambridge, Mass., 1956),

pp. 87-101.

3 It seems that the folk form dem is equivalent to the
standard those, whereas the folk dose equals the standard
these.

4 Informants questioned feel that this /bidiy/ is the
"same” word as buddy (pal; comrade) and is not the morpheme

=body which occurs in words like somebody. Their feeling is

reinforced by the fact that the -body of compounds like
somebody is sometimes /-badiy/ rather than /¥ﬁ$diy/o
5 For special usage of this term see Martin Joos, The

Pive Clocks, Part V, IJAL, XXVIII (1962), 13,



2. PHONETIC IMPRESSIONS

2.1 Introduction

The terminology and approach which I follow in the dis-
cussion of the phonetic aspects of the dialect are influenced
sreatly by the writings of Kenneth L. Pikeo1

The phoretic symbols which I use represent perceptual

phones which I heard. "A perceptual phone is one which a

particular ear at a particular time believes it identifies"°2

The number of symbols used in transcribing any item equals
the number of perceptual segments which I heard. Thus I

transcribed one pronunciation of wheelbarrow as E'w:r.;l,bae,ja‘-\ Q‘j,

which means that for me it contained eight perceptual seg-
ments., I admit that "Differences in attention given to
particular pesrts of a sequence, phonetic training, and phon-
3

emic background ... would affect the transcription”. Never-
theless, I believe that eight articulatory variations took
place in the production of this word, in such a way that
there occurred eight acoustic differences which I could per-
ceive,

On the basis of Pike's definitions, I divide the percep-
tual phones into two convenient groups, vocoids and contoids.
"The sounds which as a group function most frequently as
SVllabics are vocoids. Phonetically, they comprise the cen-

4

tral resonant orals as already defined".' Pike's previous

definition states that "orals comprise central fricative

orals (e.g.[ s]); lateral fricative orals (e.g. fricative

29
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c 17); lateral resonant orals (e.g. frictionlesscll); and

gentral resonant orals (e.g EOJ,Eh])Q5 Pike states that in

this classification—that 1is, in the class of orals— "local

friction or the lack of it is completely disregarded when it
occurs in any other than the highest-ranking escape cavity",6
that i=s, the oral cavity. This is his justification for
including [h7] as a central resonant oral and, consequently,
as 8 vocoid. He also asserts that "glide sounds" such as
Lri, {w], and [y ] are included in the class of vocoids.
"A1l other sounds are contoids".”

The syllables which I indicate in my phonetic tran-
scriptions are perceptual syllables, "those which an investi-

8 "The

gator acfually notices at some particular time".
segment during which the speed of the initiator movement is
greatest is the syllabic; a few exceptions (e.g. in [ hal)
seem to be due to an acoustic subcriterion of prominence".9
These syllabics usually occur as & result of the release of a
stricture behind which pressure has been built up. "When

the strictures are released, the pressure is lessened and

the speed of the initiator movement increases. Thexe alter-
nations of initiator movement constitute the syllable pulse".1o
"On the other hand, syllable pulsations can be produced in

an isolated sound, e.g. [a), without the aid of strictural
changes," 11 This is achieved by a series of chest pulses in
which the intercostal muscles contract and relax to alter-

nately raise and lower the pressure of the air stream from
the lungs "

In the pronunciation of wheelbarrow ['wiil,ba g+ 3]
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cited above, three syllables were heard, the first two of
which contain syllabics (I 7] and (3] , caused by strictural
release, whereas the third syllabic,[3«7], is achieved by
a chest pulse, for there is no movement of the articulators
between the segments qu]andlleih and one might thus argue
that the same phonetic description app’ies to both.
This is why Pike insists that:

the descripticn of the articulatory and acoustic

characteristics of a2 phone must therefore

be given without reference to its place in

any syllable, sirzte its syllable character

imstics are subject to change depending on

the particular kind of syllable it happens

to be in, and upon whether or not the phone

functions as & syllabic. Its syllable func-

tion can be stated independently as some-

thing superimposed upon1%ts innate articu-

latory characteriastics.
Because, however, I am organizing in this chapter my phonetic
data with a phonomic analysis in view, I shall not follow
the above advice strictly, for in doing phonemic analysis
the function of any phone in a syllable is of prime impor-
tance. Thus, I shall anticipate and use syllabic function to
sub-divide my discussion of both vocoids and contoids. This
will cause some repetition because certain phones, such as
the non-syllabic vocoids C r) andE&q s have almost identical
articulatory descriptions, the former symbolizing a glide
from the position of syllabic vocoid(®], the lr+tter sym-
bolizing a glide towards this same retroflex position.

Stress is indicated in my phonetic transcriptions. The

sStress symbols represent my impressionistic rea~tion to

differences in syllabics of relative loudness and, perhaps,
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other factors such as tensences, vocoid quality, and syllable
division. Three levels of stress were found to be usually
sufficient to indicate the differences which I heard: [ ']
and T, indicate strong and medium stress respectively,

while weakest stress is unmarked. Clustering of contoids -
with syllabic vocoids seems to be affected by stress: a
weakly stressed vocold appears to lose from its syllable any
contoids which are adjacent to a syllable containing a
strongly stressed vocoid: mnote, for example, the "behaviour"

of the [k] in ['eek a#0d] as against (ra 'ko2d] .

2.2 Svllabic Vocoids

The ten syllabic vocoids which I found in stressed
syllables in Carbonear have certain general characteristics.
Distributionally, none of them are short when occurring fin-
ally in stressed syllables. The four vocoids which occur in
this position are always long. These are {€ :1 in some pro-
nunciations of day, ra:] and [05:] in raw, and L[a»:] in
fur. Physiologically, all but one of the ten are fairly lax
vocoids in which the tongue is not displaced to an extreme
articulatory position.

The exception is [a], a sound used by only a portion
0f the population of Carbonear, being largely restricted to
some of the long-established families with English origins.
It occurs as a long, tense phone before voiceless friceatives

Or Cn] in such words as laugh, bath, gas, and can't. This

low front vocoid is sometimes used as a shibboleth by
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residents of neighbouring communities, especially Harbour
Grace, to identify speakers from Carbonear. Even the un-
trained ear distinguishes the pronunciation easily from
the more prevaient [327] used in these same words.

Seven of the ten stressed syllabic vocoids occur as
short phones before non-syllabic contoids in stressed syl-
lables.  These are [T] as in pit, (€] in pet, {921 in pat,
[alin pot, CA]~[CD2]in M and [CVU) in put. [¥7] is excluded
from this list because it was recorded only once in this
position. It occurred in the speech of Informant 14c in
the intensifier just (dzzst]. However, her usual pronun-
ciation of this word agrees with the normal Carbonear form,
which is [djasj A-[deS].

The other three stressed syllabic vocoids are [a],

{97 and(9+] . The first of these has been described above.
The second, (9] , occurs in stressed syllables only before
non-syllabic vocoids. The last of the three, (3], is the

long, retroflex vocoid of such words as Bert, fur, and bird.

The table below shows the distribution of stressed
syllabic vocoids when long or followed by non-syllabic
Vocoids.

In unstressed syllables two syllabic vocoids often
occur finally. These are [3] in words like sofa U'souf3]
&nd [S<] in words like order ['sogdo«]. A wider variety of
Syllabic vocoids occurs before non-syllabic contoids in un-
Stressed syllables. Of these, the most common ones are

Li1, C§1» and (3], in such words as morning ['mognini,
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Incidence of stressed Syllabic Vocoids (SV), either long or

followed by non-syllabic vocoids (Asterisk means that usage

is divided).

sV SV+ il SV+ @] SV+[3\1] SV+ [g]
(11| ye(yii] tierce (tros) *
keg kexg] made [me:d]* chair [t(€4-]
RE | ,
maid (meyd)
(=1 half thae :f] * barn bz 3:n])
horse (hed 8] *
C a] half (has:f]*
La ]| risefrazzi* | sauce (sa:s) *| cow kaw]*
o] hurt ha:t]
heard tha:d]
19! night (nagx t] cow kg *
join {d 3En)*
CA]
[oh Join d351n]* | sauce [so:s]* | boat (boyt] | porch [pga.tg]
A —_— =
] horse (ho o s]*
Lu] suit [suyt)




35

houses \'hogz¥z] and drizzle \'d3jrrzal]. Before non-
syllabic vocoids, the unstressed svllibic vocoids C1] and
I>7] occur frequently, as in foggy ['fqgl'j{] and barrow

L 'bagoy]

A brief description of each of the eleven syllabic vo-
coids is given below. The list includes the eleven vocoids
which occur either stressed or unstressed.

(1) LIl lower high-front

(2) {11 1lower high-central

(3) g mid-front

(4) (7] higher low-front

(5) (@1 1lower low-front

(6) [q] low-central

(7) 9] mid-central retroflexed

(8) (3] mid-central non-retroflexed

(9) CA] 2dvanced and lower mid-back unrounded

(10) L2] as for CAlbut rounded and sometimes approaching [o],
especially before Cul in words like boat and goat

(11) (VU] lower high-back, often lowering towards o]l in
such words as boot [bowyt ]

The first five symbols above represent sounds which
are consistently unrounded. The remainder are produced with.
varying degrees of lip rounding. The rounding appears con-
sistently in some idiolects; sometimes it may be explained
&8 assimilation to adjacent rounded phones; but, most often,
Tounded and unrounded manifestations of the same vocoid are
in free variation. Rounding is heard in "Irish" pronunci-

ations of girl as (g 2:11, and is widespread in words like
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sight Usoxt1~[s0t], and cut TkotlMknat]; but such rounding
never occurs in cow [kovl or the C#J]-

The articulatory position=s of the above syllabic vocoids
are shown in the table below. The table i= adapted from one
found in the recent thorough physioclogical study of articula-
tion by Peterson and Shoup.13 The tape recordings for
phonetic drill'4 which accompany their text were used to
compare vocoids=s recorded in Carbonear with those provided on
the above tapes. The closest auditory "matching" of which I
am capable led me to fill the positions as indicated in the
table below. Two symbols are different from those used by
Peterson and Shoup: my [Q] and [O] represent their [a]
and (O] respectively. The asterisk indicate=s my placing of
the 'aberrant' or extra vocoid [a], mentioned in the first
part of this section. The retroflex vocoid fo4] is omitted
from the table.

P P P P P P v Vv
a a a a a a v e ]
1 1 1 i | 1 ]l e 1 1
a a a a a al| a a
t : 4 t : - t t2|l r r
a a a a a oTr
i i = il - § 1
g gt g% | 5T wq® § ¥
High -3, .
I 3 5 Eigg -2
£ e
€ 2 Mid -2%*
= Mid yre
* AD Low 3++
a Low -2%++
Low =1*t+




37

2.3 Syllabic Contoids

The three nasals [mi [n] and(nl and the lateral [1]
are the only contoids which commonly function as syllabics.
As syllabics, they appear in unstressed syllables following
homorganic phones, Thus:

(a) syllabic £11 may follow alveolar tnl, [t or (d] as in—
1. funnel U'fonll~['fanl’]
ii. little C'IX?$1]
11i. ladle ['1€14l]
(b) ayllabic [m7] may follow bilabial Tpi and [b]l as in—
14 keep 'im U'kiivpm7]
is. rob 'in (ﬂrabg]
iii. captain ['kse? pm]
(¢) syllabic Cn1may follow alveolar [t] or [d] as in —
. 2 button ['botn]~['baty7]
ii. hid ‘en U'hidn], that is, "hid him or it".
iii. hit 'en ['hrtn], that is, "hit him or it".
(d) syllabic [n] may follow velar ck3l or [g] a8 in —
. 3 chicken U't{1kn7

ii. flicking U'fliky)?]

iii. rigging Urlg{)‘_\

Articulatory descriptions of the four common syllabic
contoid=s are given below:

(1) Syllabic [1]1 is a lateral release of a closure formed
for a preceding alveolar nasal, Cn], or alveolar stop, Lt7]

or (d4]}.

(2) Syllabic {m] is a nasal (i.e. velic) release of a closure
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formed for a preceding bilabial stop, (p] or [b].

(3) Syllabic tn] is a nasal release of a closure formed for a
preceding alveolar stop, (t1 or rdl.

(4) Syllabicih)] is a nasal release of a closure formed for

a preceding velar stop, Lk] or [&].

2.4 Non- syllabic Contoids

The above section was devoted to the lateral and the
nasals because they frequently occur as (unstressed) syllab-
ics. The remainder of the contoids occur only very rarely
as syllabics. One of the rare examples is syllabic [s) in
[p? pPs p?], a common call for a cat. Because of the very
low incidence of such contoids as syllabics, they are called
non-syllabic contoids. The nasals and the lateral also occur
most frequently as non-syllabics. Therefore they are included
in this section as well as the one above.

Non-syllabic contoids which are not adjacent to other
non-syllabic contoids appear in three positions in words
(loosely, minimum free forms): initially, finally, and
intervocalically, that is, forming 2 crest of stricture be-
tween two syllabic vocoids'® as in picket ['pikit]} and bushel
['bufa1], or between a syllabic vocoid and a following
syllabic contoid as in button ["botﬁﬂn[ﬁbatyj, and funnel
E'fon%k»[’fmn¥]g In either case, the first syllabic is
stressed the second unstressed.

The table below gives a sample of elicited words which
illustrate the distribution of non-syllabic contoids in the
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Note that such words

as labour ['leibs] and riding [}fagdlqj or L'rezdn?] have

been excluded from the intervocalic list because an extra

segment, a non-syllabic vocoid ,.ocours between the stressed

vocoid and the following contoid.

The table represents the

fullest over-all pattern, not the inventory of every inforw

Incidence of Non-syllabic Contoids

mant.
Initially

Lpl porch
Ltb1 bush
[t1 towel
[d] dog
[k1 cove
[g] goat
[#] chair
[d) junk
[£]1 fog
v vir
91 thirty
(3] the, them
[s7] soot
[z] zero
{(S1 s=hed
Y
111 1ane
m] moocher
n] new
) Mg

The stops:

Intervocalically

skipping
rubber
glitter
meadow
bucket

foggy

kitchen
ledger

coffin
seven
nothing
rather
sausage
scissors
dishes
measure

gully

vomit
funnel
singer

(Pbtdkg]

Finally

whip
tudb
soot
rid
sack
bog

porch
bridge

cuff

live (verd)
bath
breathe
twice

rise

wash

beige

=ell

ram
ran
thing

The stops show phonetic variations which seem to

relate to syllable position.

Initially, they have distinct

aspiration; finally they have i1ittle aspiration or are some-

times unreleased.

Intervocalically, the voiceless stops are
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sometimes voiced: tg E 5] in word= like pepper, water and
picket. A glottalized stop also occurs in this position,
especially when the following segment is one of the syllabic
contoids [1 m ngl as in little ['17t]], captain Ukx?pm],

t

button ['bd7tn)~['ba?tn], and rock and roll [3r¢7kgyrqglj,
The voiced stops [b 4 g] are lenis as compared with the

more fortis voiceless stops, but intervocalically even this
difference is sometimes neutralized, =0 that voicing of the
intervocalic contoid in both of such pairs as matter and
madder makes the two words homonyms. In such words as matter
and water the intervocalic contoid is often [r], & voiced
alveolar flap.

Moat informants used t] and (d] in words spelled with
th, such as think and there. Informants in Group 3 and care-
ful speaskers in other Groups sometimes use [€] and [¥] in
such words. However, such informants usually vary their
pronunciation with the STYLE16 they are using--in more careful
speech the fricative being substituted for the stops=; but
even then, the voiced stop {d] is often retained in such

freguently occurring words as the, here, this, that, these,

those when they are not heavily stressed. Only one informant,
who had a stronger than usual Irish accent, used a dental stop
[t], in careful pronunciations of words in which standard
speakers use voiceless th C6], such as thin and think. His
final t's al=0 had di=stinct aspiration.
The affricates: ctg a3l

In phonetic transcriptions, I use [t{1 and [d3z] to
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represent "strident stops",17 The slow, controlled release
of the tongue blade from its alveopalatal closure is accom-
panied by strong local friction rather than by the aspiration
found in the ordinary initial stops. Phonetically, the
affricates vary less with changes in word position (initial,
intervocalic, final) than do the stops; for example, they
are always released in final position. 1In Carboneap,‘:tS]
and Ldx] always occur before [r] in words spelled tr- and dr-,
as are tree [tSrI}J and drove (d3zroyvl. Informants who
substitude [t] for [©7] also use [t{1 rather than [8] before
[ry, as in three [tSfIl]o
The fricatives: [f v O 5§ s zg'j i

Evidence of dialect mixture is found in Carbonear.
The variant forms of the name for the fir tree probably
mean that dialects from south-western England (with vir)
have mixed in Carbonear with other British and Irish dialects
of English (with fir).

Voicing often seems to be conditioned. When pre-
ceded by silence or voiceless phones, such words as zone
and very begin with almost voiceless fricatives; on the
other hand, if is often [Iv] when followed by a voiced phone,
as in the phrase, if you want. Such conditioned voicing is
most frequently heard in Group 1.

As in other dialects of English,lljj is one of the
Tarest sounds, occurrung only intervocalically in a few
words like measure and pleasure and finally in some pronun-

ciations of beige and rouge.
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The standard dental fricatives (61 and[§] in words
spelled with th are often replaced by CLt] and [d] as is
explained above.

The lateral: [11

To the outsider from a non-Irish dialect area, the pro-
nunciation of C171 is one of the most striking features of
the pronunciation habits in Carbonear. This is because tbe
"clear 1" E}]18 is often used in final and post-vocalic
positions where many other dialects of English employ a
velarized or "dark 1" L2]. This is a regular feature of
the speech of informants of Irish descent, and is wide-
spread among all informants who have been unaffected by
non-local North American dialects.

The nasals: C mn | |

In Carbonear, the nasals have the qualities assigned to
the three symbols above in the International Phonetic
Alphabet.

2.5 Non-syllabic Vocoids
| Since contoids occur most frequently as non-syllabics,
this éxamination of non-syllabic vocoids is placed after,
rather than before, the above survey of non-syllabic con-
toids. This is done so that the patterning of these segments
in words meay be compared with that of contoids.

Non-syllabic vocoids are found in the same three posi-
tions as are found the non-syllabic contoids, though they

have more limited distribution: [ h], for example, occurs
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only initially.( r7] occurs initially in run, C[ram~[ran],
whereas [ , its mirror image, occurs intervocalically in

tearing C'tezxn) and finally in bear (bea].

The table on the next page, similar to that for non-
syllabic contoids in section 2.4, lists words which indicate
the distribution of non-syllabic wvocoids.

One might claim that, *n intervocalic positions, two
non-syllabic vocoids (a glide towards AND a glide from)
always occur together. This would mean that both payer and
pay 'er might be ('perjo’l. However, this is seen to be an

unsatisfactory transcription when one compares pay 'er debts

L 'peia'dets] with pay yer debts [‘pexrjo’'dets). Though, in

both cases, sound continues uninterrupted from the first to
the second syllable, the transition from the high, front
non-syllabic vocoid position in the first phrase is not
heard as a separate segment—1(]1.

This is perhaps because it is too short, so that one's
PERCEPTION TIME SMEAR'? (the blurring in one's hearing)
prevents its being heard as a separate segment; or that the
transition involves only the minimum movement of the speech
organs necessary to get from :Ej tolS] . According to

- recent acoustical studies by Ilse Lehiste2o

"such predic-
table transitional movements have to be disregarded". This
refers to such transitions as the one which I did not hear

between (1] and [J“] in pay ‘er debts.

Perhaps, however, if a transition involves a controlled

articulatory movement? ! with a steady rate of change, AND



(Asterisk indicates that usage is divided)

Incidence of Non-syllabic Vocoids

Description Initial |{ Intervocalic | Final
LJ1 glide from ye
higher and yes
generally yaffle
more fronted yacht
positions yoke
{11 glide towards seeing bee
™ higher and payer bay
generally liar day*
more fronted toying bye
positions boy
CLw]l glide from wish
higher and walk
generally once
more backed woke
positions wound
Lu]) glide towards towel cow
= higher and towing no
generally booing due
more backed
positions
Cr3 glide from rinse
retroflexed rock
tongue rug
positions red
Lo+] glide towards syrup beer
i retroflexed tearing bear
tongue barrel bar
positions boring boar
L h] Voiceless or ha1f$v1
voiced onset home(vl
of syllabic ahead(v
vocoid,
usually with
audible glot-
tal friction
L :]1 Lessening of sawing saw
tenseness and day*

lengthening of
preceding syl-
labic voceid

44
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continues during a sufficient time period (according'to

Joos,22

about six centiseconds for vocoids), then such a
transition may be heard as a separate segment. Such a seg-
ment might be called an acoustic glide. This is the support .
for my transcribing with two symbols the vocoids in such
words as beat, bait, calm, caught, boat, boot, bite, bout,

and boil.

Lehiste finds, for instance, that the vocoid in beat
héis a long initial transition followed by an ever longer
steady state. 1 believe those two elements to be the ones
which I transcribe as CI}]- Thus, what 1 transcribe as the
syllabic vocoid, [TI] , is acoustically a glide, whereas what
I call a glide, the non-syllabic vocoid (1], is acoustically
a steady—state23 vocoid. But this does not really invali-
date my transcription, for at the beginning of this chapter
I declined to describe segments as Pike reoommended.24
Rather, my transcription of segments takes into account their
syllabic function—whether they are heard as syllabic or non-
syllabic. Perhaps it is my training in phonetics which
causes me to "hear" as syllabic the first of any two vocoids
(in the same syllable) which I hear in the words listed
above.

Thus, one must bear in mind that any "description" of
& non-syllabic vocoid given below is not in fact "the de~-
scription of the articulatory and acoustic characteristics
of a phone~",25 for my method of investigation prevented any

direct examination of either articulation or acoustics.
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Though either articulation or acoustics may be mentioned,
their terms are used only for describing phones which func-
tion in certain ways in certain types of syllables.

The remainder of this section deals in turn with each
of the eight non-syllabic vocoids.

(1) Lj]—Glides from higher and generally more fronted
positions.

The symbol [ j] represents a variety of sounds whose
initial element varies with the position of the following
vocoid. Before high front vocoids, as in ye, it begins from
a very high and fronted position, CLi]. Before [£] in yes
and (] in yaffle, 1t is lowered at least to LxT] . Before
the low central vocoid ral in yacht and the mid central T 3+]
in yearn it is close to a lowered high central[Xx). This
is also roughly its phonetic value before the back vocoids
in yuk, yoke, and you.

(2) Ti1--Glides towards h: gher and generally more fronted
positions.

As for [J] above, the perception of the position of
the final element of this glide depends on the preceding
syllabic vocoid. After {I] in gsee it is a high and fronted
Li]. After (&] or [eV] in bay, it is lowered to [I]-
Following the syllabic vocoids of bye and boy it is most
oftenrci]. It was not found following the syllabic vocoids
[], CO«], and[U].

(3) L w}—Glid~~ “»~m higher and generally more retracted
positions

Like U j], [w] varies phonetically, depending on the
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position of the following syllabic vocoid. Preceding [uyj
in wound it is tu}; before the other two back vocoids in
woke and once it is fuU], whereas preceding the vocoids in

wit, wet, whack, walk, and work it is roughly [(H].

(4) Eu]-—Glides towards higher and generally more retracted
> positions.

This glide occurs frequently as (&1 after the central
syllabic vocoids in words like cow and bout. It is often
Col ortuv]l after the syllabic vocoid,IA]~t1a], in no and
boat; and is retracted and raised to pu after CU] in boo
and boot.

(5) [ r]—Glides from a retroflexed tongue position.

"Retroflexed is a configuration of the tongue in which
the apex is turned back so that the blade has a concave shape
from above in the dorsoventral dimension",26 An audible
glide from the above position, the position of the retroflexed
central syllabic vocoid (O+] in p;;g,27 is heard before all
the common syllabic vocoids except[d:] , that is, as the

initial segment in rinse, reared, ram, rock, rug, road, and

room.

(6)Il24] —Glides towards a retroflexed tongue position.

In Carbonear, glides towards a retroflexed tongue
pPosition were commonly heard after only the following syl-
labic vocoids: txil in some pronunciations of tierce and

syrup, (€1 in chair, 71 in barn, car, hard, yarn, garden,

barrow, barbel, part, bark, and bar, and CAK]~[2] in morning

and mourning, the last two words being homonyms for all
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informants. All syllabic vocolds preceding non-syllabic [Co4]
shift towards a more mid-central position.

(7)[:h]——Voice1ess and voiced onset of a syllabic vocoid,
usually with audible glottal frietion.

When U h\ begins an utterance, it is[-%] y an initially
voiceless glide from a neutral (schwa) tongue position, and
is regularly accompanied by slight but audible glottal
friction. When occurrung between the voiced segments in
ahead or a head, it is a gliding transition from (9] to CE&]
which is voiced throughout its duration. If no audible
glottal friction is present, perhaps the hearer interprets as
Lhl] what is merely a lengthening of the voiced transition
from (3] to[£] . In Carbonear, very light glottal friction
regularly accompanies all examples of Ch]. As in Newfound-
land regional standard English, [h] occurs before the syllabic

vocoids in such stressed words as hill, here, hand, hogs,

heard, horse, home, hoops, and the stressed forms of the pro-

nouns him and her.

(8) [ :]—Tiengthening with lessening of tenseness of preceding
sy 1l1labic vocoid.

Some syllabic vocoids show a marked lessening of tense-
ness and also lengthening as the tongue relaxes slightly from
the target position. This sound occurs regularly in Carbon-
ear in all recorded pronunciations of words like calm (k& :m7]
Psalm (sge :m], sometimes [seuml, caught ka:tlor (ko:t]l, and
bought r(bo:t] or [bo:t]. Among informants in Group 1, it also
Occurs regularly after (€1 in words spelled like made, that
is, in words with the spelling "a-consonant-e". This pro-
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nunciation of made as Cme:d] occurs sparadically among
members of Group 2 and 3. It sounds very different from

the pronunciation of maid, which is always [mexd].
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3. PHONEMIC ANALYSIS

In the first section below a bare listing of the phonemes
is given. This is merely for convenience of reference.

Fuller discussions of the phonemes are found in the sections

which follow.

3.1 Enumeration of the Phonemes

The maxium number cof symbols needed for a phonemie

transcription of any idiolect in Carbonear seems to be forty-

two. These are:

(a) twenty-four conscnant phonemes—/ p bt dk gé ¥ £ v ©
s z 5'3 l1mn é rhwy/;

(b) seven vowel phonemes—/ i e & a ¢ 3 u@f3

(¢) three levels of stress—strong /'/, medium /'/s eand

weak (unmarked);
(d) one internal juncture /+/;

(e) three terminal contours— falling /{/, rising‘ﬁﬁ/, and

level /\/,

"
(£) four pitch levels /' % 7 4/.

For the part of an utterance between two terminal con-

tours, or between silence and a terminal contour I shall

use Charles Hockett's term mac_rosegmentu1 A macrosegment
may consist of one or more microsegments plus an intonation
pattern composed of pitch levels and a terminal contour.
Hockett's approach was found to be useful in the Cockney
studies by Eva Sivertsen:

The section of an utterance occurring between

52
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two internal junctures, or between two ter-
minal contours when there is no internal
juncture within the macrosegment, is called
a microsegment. A microsegment may consist
of ong or more syliables plus a stress pat-
tern.

A phonemic syllable consists of a vowel with or without ac-
companying consonants. A fuller discussion of syllables is

found in 3.3%.

3.2 Segmental Phonemes

3.2.1 Vowels
In the following phonemic analysis the syllabic vocoids

of gsection 2.2 are interpreted as vowels, whereas the non-

3

syllabic vocoids of 2.5 are called vocalic consonants” be-

cause their patterning in phonetic syilables is analagous to
that of non-syllabic contoids in phonetic syilables, though

they are phonetically vocoids. The series of vowel con-

trasts in words like pit, pet, pat, pot, putt, and put yield
six vowel phonemes: /i e 2 a p u /.

The odd symbol /$/, used for the vowel of putt, is
adopted so as to be phonetically indicative, for this vowel
has variant phones which, for many speakers, vary freely

from rounded o3 to unrounded LAl in words like putt, cut,

sun, one, ton, and undego4 The vowel/ﬁ/'is sometimes

raised to[O*] or even TOV] before /w/ in words like boat
/bpwt/ and goat /gpwt/, though it is occasionally unrounded

even before /w/.

To the words part and port I assign the vowels /2 / and
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/?/ respectively--thus, part /pert/ and port /pprt/. The
/®r/ in part and the /pr/ of port contrast with the nuclear,
vocalic part of the word pert, but are similar to it in that
(a) they include retroflexion and (b) they are "intrinsically
1ong"a5 Thus, in my phonemic transcription of the word

pert, I select /r/ to represent the retroflexion and the
length of the vocalic nucleus, and for the remainder (which
now must indicate the contrast with vowels of such words as
part and port) I propose a seventh vowel phoneme, /9/. This
makes pert phonemically /part/, with the segments in the

same sequence as in words like port and part, with which

it forms minimal pairs.

On the grounds of phonetic similarity I select A3/ as
the vowel in words like bite /bayt/, and in the most common
pronunciation of bout as /bawt/, because the vocoids in
these words, as in pert, are phonetically mid central. The
assigning of /5/ to pert on the one hand and to bite and
bout on the other perhaps means that I have unnecessarily
regularized the phonetic facts which, if followed more
closely, would make [(rl a 'strongly retroflexed vocoid, which
.... occurs both as a peak and in margins"® in this dialect.

Almost without exception, informants maintain identical
phonetic differences in the words used above to illustrate
vowel contrasts in Carbonear. They differ, however, in the
distribution of their vowels before the vocalic consonants
(see 3.2.2) /vy, w, T, h /. By considering idiolects which

differ most in this respect, one may set up two systems for
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complex (two-member) syllable peaks’! in Carbonesr.
System A seems to be the one used by most of the ordi-
nary folk in Carbonear. It is used by many who are poorly
educated, and by others who have made no attempt to change
their naturally acquired pronunciations. The system, as
presented below, contains one complex peak, /eh/, not found in
system B, whereas the latter has four complex peaks, A%y’ay ir
ur/, which do not occur in A. System B is used by some of
the better educated informants, and by others who have made a
determined effort to alter their speech, for whatever reason.
Since it involves only thc redistribution of vocalic
siﬁple segments which occur in every informant's speech, the
change from one system to the other presents none of the
difficulty of learning a new articulation as is the case, for
instance, when one changes from /t/ and /d/ to /6/ and /3/ in
thin and then.
The two systems are outlined below
System A
The following vowels occurs:
before /y/—/i/ as in bee /biy/; yeast /yiyst/; beet /biyt/.
—/e/ as in bay /bey/; bait /bveyt/; and some pro-
nunciations of leak /leyk/ eand beating /beyton/.
—/5/ as in bye /bey/; boy /boy/; twice /tways/;
died /dsyd/; rise /raoyz/; five /fayv/.

before /h/-——/e/ as in same /sehm/; they and day /deh/; lake
/lehk/; rebate /riybeht/.
— /e / as in psalm /seehm/; calm /keehm/.
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—/a/ and A/ as in caught /kaht/; sauce /sahs/.
For some informants /a/ and /$/ are in free
variation before /h/; others consistently use
one or the other, usually /a/.
before /w/—/9/ as in bout /bowt/; plow /plow/; cow /kow/.
—/?/ as in boat /vpwt/; road /rewd/; oats /pwts/.
—/u/ as in boot /buwt/; suit /suwt/; roof /ruwf/.
before /r/—/e/ as in fair end fear /fer/; chair /Ger/.
—/% / as in far /fer/; garden ‘x”g drdsn’/.
—/8/ as in fur /for/; girl /gerl/; purse /pars/.
—/p/ as in fore and four /f3r/; morning and
mourning /hfrnig/; horse /hprs/; shore and gure
/§$r/; tore and tour /tpr/.
A small number of informants from Group 1 use /2 /
rather than /$/ in the words morning, guarter,
wharf, and horse. For those informants the follow=-
ing pairs contrest /® / with /p/; morning versus
mourning and horse versus hoarse.

System B

The following vowels occur:
before /y/—/i/ as for system A.
~/e/ as for system A PLUS all the words with /eh/
from system A, that is, words like game, now
/seym/.
—~/3/ as in twice /tways/; night /nayt/, that is,

before voiceless consonants.

—/¢/ as in boy /bpy/; join /Ypyn/, that is in
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words spelled ol or oy.
—/a/ as in bye /bay/; died /dayd/; rise /rayz/
five /fayv/, that is, before voiced consonants
and finally.

before /h/—/3 / as for system A, but a few instances of /ah/
in some words.
—/a/ and /P/ as for system A.

before /w/—/8/ as for system A, but /aw/ occurs sporadically
in very careful speech.
—/$/ and /u/ as for system A.

before /r/—/i/ as in fear /fir/; clear /klir/, but usually
only in careful speech.
—/e/ as in fair /fer/; chair /&er/.
—/%/ and /9/ as for system A.
—/$/ as in fore and four /fjr/; morning and
mourning /m$rnig/; horse /hPrs/; sghore /&?r/;
tore /tpr/.
In this system./p/ is never replaced by /s / in
words like wharf.
—/u/ as in sure /5uyé tour /tur/, but usually
only in careful speech.

Some informants use both systems with comparative ease,
and tend towards one or the other in response to the require-
ments of their immediate social setting. Others consistently
use System A in all situations, but few speakers use System
B in its entirety. Many select elements of both systems.

In the change from System A to System B, speakers seem to
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acquire some items more readily than others. My data indicate
that about the earliest change 1is the division of the Ay/
words into two groups: /ay/ versus /py/; the last change
seems to be the acquiring of /ur/ which divides the /pr/
words of System A into two groups: /§r/ versus /ur/.

The syllabic contoids of 2.3 are interpreted as vowel
plus consonant. The vowel assigned in this situation de-
pends on the vocalic timbre8 of the syllabic contoid. Thus
funnel ['fon¥]l~['fani] is phonemically /r;s'ngl/.

The table on the following page displays the incidence
of vocalic consonants after vowels to form complex syllable
peaks.9 The distribution of /r/ is analagous to that of the
other three vocalic consonants /w y h/ in that there are few
vowel contrasts before /r/—usually only four—and that /r/

does not follow complex peaks directly.

3.2.2 Consonants

The non-syllabic contoids of 2.4 are consonants. The

major phonetic divisions shown in the table in the above-
mentioned section are also accepted as phonemic differences,
though minimal pairs for all possible contrasts are not
available in my data. For eighteen of those twenty (contoid)
consonants the phonetic and phonemic symbols will be ident-
ical, but t{] and [dZ] will be written as unit phonemes /3/
and /Y/.

The non-syllabic vocoids of 2.5 are also interpreted as

Consonants. A study of the table in the section mentioned
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VIV + /Jy/ VvV + /h/ V + /w/ V+ /r/
— | | — |V | — v | = [V
bee beer*
/i/|7viy/ /bir/ (n.)
bee tear*
/biy/ /tir/
meid made* smeared
/e/| /meyd/ /mehd/ /smerd/ | (v.)
bay same* tear
/bey/| /sehm/ /ter/
halve Harvey
/2/ /hahv/ ' /harviy/|
vsalm tar
/s@hm/ /tex/
bite bout* Bert
/8/| /vayt/ /bawt/ /bart/
bye* bout#* turr
boy* /bawt/ /tar/
/vay/
/3/ caught* coat | court
/kpht/ Jepwt/ /kprt/
boy¥* boat tore
/vpy/ /opwt/ /tPr/
ride* caught* bout*
/a/|/rayd/ /kaht/ /bawt/
hye* | bout*
/%ay/ /bawt/
/u/ -
boot tour*
/buwt/ /tur/
! -

(* This pronunciation not used by all informants.)

Where available, minimal pairs involving vowels are in

vertical columns (marked 4, ); those involving vocalic con-

sonants in horizontal rows (marked —> ).
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reveals four pairs of segments. The two members of each
pair are in complementary distribution, and in all but the
last pair,UC hl and €L:]}, there is strong phonetic similarity
between the two members. Thus four vocalic consonant
phonemes are set up as follows:

(1) /y/ with allophones {Jj1 and Ti}

(2) /w/ with allophones [wl and Lul

(3) /h/ with allophones [hl and [:1

(4) /r/ with allophones [r1 and [2-]

It is sometimes difficult to decide what consonant
phoneme is manifested by a particular piece of phonetic data.
Is, for example, the [t{1 of tune [t{uun] an allophone of
/¢/ in choose /&uwz/ or of /t/ in two /tuw/? In order to
provide some kind of answer to this type of question, I shall
look at the types of sequences of phonemes which we can

find in the syllables of English in Carbonear.

3.3 The Syllable

Only four types of segmental phoneme sequences occur in
syllables. These may be symbolized by the use of the two
capitals, C and V, where V represents any one of the seven
vowels, and C stands for any consonant or permitted cluster
of consonants.

Thus the four types of syllables are as shown in the
table on the following page.

All four types of syllables occur under weak stress, but

only two occur under strong or medium stress. Thus, all
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stressed syllables end with C, whereas unstressed syllables

end with a V or C.

Sequence Example: stressed Example: unstressed
/

vC /eks/ as in ox /im/ as in employ /implpy/
/ay/ as in I

cve /ten/ as in ten /niy/ as in éhimnex /5{mniy/
/bey/ as in bax

R /a/ as in away /awey/ and

afaird reyd
Ccv /ra/ as in record /hgk{rd/
/'s8/ as in supply /sop

A problem of syllable division sometimes exists within
a microsegment where a sequence of consonants separates:

two vowels as in the word gquarter /kwyrter/. Should this
word be interpreted as C%C-VC or as CéC—CVC?

Charles F. Hockett provides a good analytical solution
to this problemo10 He states that when no internal open
Juncture is present, as in the case above, the consonants
in question belong structurally to both syllables and form

an interlude rather than a coda ( a final C) plus an onset

(an initial C), as is the case when juncture is present.
However, no interlude found in my data ever includes a
sequence of phonemes which cannot be found separately else-
where as a coda and an onsetsr Thus an enumeration of all
Consonant sequences found in codas plus onsets will auto-
matically provide all possible sequences in interludes.
In disyllabic words with interludes a change in intensity

Of stress occurs at some point in the interlude. We can
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work on the hypothesis that a stressed vowel includes in its
syllable (its stress "zone") any consonants separating it
from an unstressed vowel, provided that such consonants form
a permitted consonant cluster (either coda or onset). Thus,
if the criterion is stress, chimney /Eimniyf may be regarded
as C%b-CVG because /mn/ do not form a permitted cluster,
whereas forty ffirtiy/ is CVC-VC because /rt/do form a
permitted consonant cluster.

Consonants are restricted as to where they may occur
within the syllable. We may state these restrictions in
terms of the maximun number of positions which a consonant
may be removed from its syllable peak either initially (in
an onset) or finally (in a coda).

The occurrence of consonants is more restricted initially
than finally. Of the twenty-four consonants, all but two,
/n 3 /, occur in the first pre-peak position (that is, as
one-member onsets). Fifteen consonants, / pbtdk gec J
mnfve©es { /, may occur as the initial member of two-
member onsets. Only one consonant, /s/, occurs in the third
pPosition before the vowel. There are no onsets with more
than three consonants.

The occurrence of consonants following the vowel is less
simply described. The four vocalic consonants, /y w h r/,
are restricted to the first position following the vowel.

In this position, each is considered to form the second
member of a complex peak rather than a coda. All of the

Temaining twenty consonants may occupy the first position
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following the peak, but six consonants /g & 3 1 nn / are
restricted to this position. Nine other consonants / p b k
dYrtv S m / may be removed no farther than the second
position following the syllable peak. Four others, /t 4 6 z/,
may be as far removed as the third position following the
peak. Finally, as initially, /s/ has the greatest privilege
of occurrence. It is the only consonant which occurs as the
final element in four-member codas,

The table below lists the complex onsets and codas which
I found in Carbonear. All such clusters are listed under
vhe initial consonant for onsets and the final con=snnant for
codas. They are further subdivided into two-, three-, or
four-member clusters.

Complex Onsets and Codas
(Asterisk indicates that usage is divided)

Onsets Codas
Pos'n | as in onsets: Pos'n | as in codas:
2 ' Py, pPr, pl 2 sp, lp, mp
2 by, br, B 2 1b
2 ty,* tw 2 st, 1t, nt, pt, kt,
t, St, &t
3 nst, nkt, 1lpt, 1xt,
1st, kst, skt*
alz2 dy,* dw* 2 nd, nd, bd, gd, vd,
ld, zd, ¥4, Jd, md
3 lmd, 1lvd
k|2 ky, kr, k1, kw 2 nk, 1k, sk*

62 gr, gl, gw | | ===--
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® <4 m o o<

-

NN NN

v
cr
51" 3‘”’*

fy, fr, f1

Or,* oOw*
sp, st, sk sm,
sl, sw, sc*

g spr,
r, aty,*® skr,
sky, skw

{r
mny
ny*

2

NN NDNDN

1lv

ne,* t0,* £6,* 16,*

1f0,* kso*

ps, ts’ kS, fs, ls,
Os* g

sps,* lps, mps, nts,
kts, fts,* 1lts,
nks, lks, sks,*
nés,* tOs,* fes

1fs,
mpts,* 1f0s,* ksOs,*
ntos*

mz, nz, Wz, bz, dz,
gz, vz, lz, ¥z*

lbz, ndz,* ldz,* 1lmz
1§
lm

sts,*

List of Illustrative Words for Complex Onsets

(Asterisk indicates the usage is divided)

/py/ pure; /pr/ pray;

/ty/
/dy /
/ky/
/er/

tube (usually /&/); /tw/ twins
due (usually /57y saw/ Dwyer*

cure;

grab;

/pl/ play
/by/ beauty; /br/ brat; /bl/ black

/kr/ crate; /x1/ cling; /kw/ quick
/gl/ glad; /gw/ Gwen
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/ér/ Lrap
/Yr/ dress; /Yw/ Dwyer'

/ry/ few; /fr/ fry; /f1/ flat

=

ie
hree;* /0w/ thwart*
/st/ stick; /sk/ scum; /sm/ small; /sl/ slow;

<

/vy /
/ex/

ct

/sp/ spin;

/sw/ swim; /sE{ stupi 1d stew; ¥ 771)1/ spIit; /epr/ spray ;
/spy/ spew; /séxr/ straight; /sty/ stu fa Tusually /s 3*
/skr/ gcramble; /sky/ skewer; /yw7 squid

Ar/ ghrimp

/my/ musgic

/ny/ new (sometimes /n/)*

List of Illustrative Woirds for Complex Codas

/sp/ gasp;* /1p/ help: /mp/ camp

/1b/ buldb (otten /b/)

/st/ passed: /1t/ belt; /nt/ rant; /pt/ rapred; /kt/cracked;
/et/ laughed; /St/ washed; /nst/ & ainst—ggﬁ' ) YnET"_
/1pt/ helped; f"kt/—r_nuked° /lst/—aﬁr—fw st; /ks / Iﬁi—d"‘fsktf
aslced* {often /st/)s /%/ mooched, matched

/nda/ pron ed, /nd/ honed; /bd/ rubbed; /gd/ lu d /vdf
9gveg 1d Fods /zi/ closed; 73d/ breathed Judged;
ammed‘ 7 d7 filred; vda/ delved

/mk/ rink; /1k/ milk; /sk/ ask (often /s/)*
/n&/ bench

J/ binge
/1f/ elf

/1w/ twelve

ne / h (often /nt/)s* /t0¥ breadth (ofter /t/);* /fo/
"ifth often /et/)3* /16/ healt'ﬁ_(__f"E_en /11;/) /m6/ warmth
i(Often 21:/) . % /lfG/ tvelfth (often /1ft/);* Jks6/ sixEh
often st/)*

/ps/ rips; /ts/ sits; /ks/ six; /fs/ wife's; /ls/ false;
/0s/ Dathe (often 7¥sy) | /sps7'gasgs,¥ 7Tps/ helps; 7mD s
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umps; /nts/ rince; /kts/ pacts (rare); /fts/ rafts (often
gfs;)°* /lts/ 5 I¥S° !sts/ Tasts (often /s9z/)3 79Es/ sinks;
/1kxs/ silk tasks * 71fs/ twelfths'* /hes ninths
(often nts/) ¥ fte'T_ hths (often ;* /fOs/ Fifth
/mpts/ prom ts (often mps °* /1f6s twelfths (often 7If
and /1fts/);* /ks6s/ sixths (often /ks/ and /ksts/);

/nt0s/ thousandths (often /nts/)*

-0

/mz/ gums; /nz/ runs z/ rungs; /bz/ ribs; /dz/ Sid's;
/gz/ hogs; /vz/ w1veé,ﬁylz/ faflé, /5 2/ bathes, clothes-*
/lbz/ bulbs; /ndz/ lands (or"“"7nz/);* /1dz/ folds Toften
/1z/)3* /imz/ £ilms

/1§/ welsh

/1m/ £ilm
I might have reduced the number of onsets which occur
by regarding as allophones of /t/ and /d/ respectively
the [tf}and [d3] sounds which occur before the vocalic con-
sonants /r/ /w/ and /y/ in words like try, trough, droke, dry,

Dwyer, tube, and due. However, in this position there is no

contrast between /t/ and /&/, nor between /d/ and /3¥/. I
have chosen, therefore, to rely on phonetic similarity, and
rather than set up affricate allophones of /t/ and /4/, I
have regarded affricates in these positions as manifesta-

tions of /¢/ and /J/.

3.4 Internal Open Juncture and Stress

"A microsegment of the 'normal’ type consists of one

or more syllables"11

with accompanying ~“tress phonemes. It
is bounded initially and finally by one of the Jjuncture pho-
nemes. If this Jjuncture occurs inside rather than on the

borders of a macrosegment, then it is internal open juncture,

/*/ e
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Internal juncture is manifested by the potential

for a slight pause, by a phonetic syllable cut,

and by the particular allophones of the phonemes

on each side. The juncture may also be mani-

fested by an extqg segment, a glottal stop, before

stressed vowels.
There are a number of allophonic variations which
" manifest internal open juncture. Allophonic lengthening of
a preceding segmental phoneme mey indicate juncture. Con-
sonants which are characterized by voicing, as is /z/,
undergo gradual devoicing in this position, perhaps as a
result of the lengthening noted above. Because of the
relation between microsegment and the syllables which it
defines, allophonic variations previously noted in the syl-
lable may be used to identify internal jJuncture.

These variations are most marked in the stop phomenes
Thus the initial aspireted allophones of the stops indicate
a preceding /+/, whereas the unaspirated and unreleased forms
often indicate a following /+/ (in non-Irish speakers). The
voiced flap allophone of /t/ does not occur adjacent to
juncture.

One of the striking features of the dialect is the fre-
quent occurrence of the "clear" allophone, []], of /1/ be-
fore /+/. In some speakers this allophone follows all high

front vowels as in Bill and milk, whereas others with a

stronger Irish accent may use it after all vowels, or even

as a syllabic 1, as in bottle top L'ba.?t]’tap] /bAtil+tdp/.
%
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